(Complete the form below)
•
How adoption is reconceptualizing the extended family, including diverse family forms and a renewed emphasis on sustaining the child's connections with biological kin and/or the country and culture of origin.
• Specialized knowledge and skills that adoptive and original parents, and professionals, need to enhance adoption success.
• Emerging engagement methods and norms, such as ways the Internet and social media shape the pre-and postadoption experiences.
• Evolving ethical standards with regard to secrecy versus transparency and full disclosure, as well as clients' autonomy and self-determination versus professionals' paternalism and prerogatives.
This special issue of Families in Society seeks manuscript proposals that promote a trauma-informed and adoption-competent professional community equipped to support all members of the new family formed by adoption, including biological, adoptive, and fictive kin.
Examples of Manuscript Applications
• Describe an evidence-informed practice related to the above challenges.
• Identify empirically supported and emerging tools to help measure and understand adoption competency and trauma-responsive adoptions.
• Identify the "fit" between original and adoptive families' experiences and the programs and services available to guide and support them.
• Explore issues regarding transracial and LGBTQ adoptive families.
• Offer guidelines for addressing cultural and ethical challenges in today's adoption landscape.
• Present findings from demonstration projects and other initiatives focused on adoption.
Manuscripts must include a section on implications for practice and/or policy. Submissions may be a: (a) research report; (b) policy analysis; (c) systematic review or examination of historical trends; (d) conceptual framework to guide thinking; and (e) case study to illustrate a paradigm shift.
